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FIRST OPERATIONAL DEPLOYMENT OF HALO A
AND AIRFIELD UPGRADING
ORZHOK A 1

25X1

1. (SWN) SIGNIFICANCE: THE INTRODUCTION OF HALO A INTO
OPERATIONAL HELICOPTER TRANSPORT UNITS SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES
SOVIET HELICOPTER HEAVY-LIFT CAPABILITY.

2, (SWN) REMARKS: HALO A WERE OBSERVED OPERATIONALLY DEPLOYED
FOR THE FIRST TIME AT TORZHOK AIRFIELD ON IMAGERY 25X1
|| THREE CAMOUFLAGE-PAINTED HALO A WERE PRESENT IN ADDITION  25%1
TO NINE HOOK (FIVE NOT ON GRAPHIC) AND 14 HIP (13 NOT ON
GRAPHIC). THE HALO A IS THE LATEST MIL-DESIGNED HEAVY-LIFT
HELICOPTER AND HAS BEEN IN PRODUCTION SINCE LATE 1980. IN
ADDITION, SIGNIFICANT AIRFIELD UPGRADING INCLUDED THE
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO CONCRETE RUNWAYS, ONE 527 BY 33 METERS AND
ONE 522 BY 32 METERS, AND A HELICOPTER DISPERSAL AREA.

(SWN) TORZHOK AIRFIELD IS IN THE MOSCOW MILITARY DISTRICT AND
SUPPORTS A TRANSPORT HELICOPTER REGIMENT AND ELEMENTS OF AN
ATTACK HELICOPTER REGIMENT.

(SWN) ANALYST'S COMMENTS: HALO A, THE LARGEST HELICOPTER EVER
SERIES-PRODUCED, IS CAPABLE OF LIFTING APPROXIMATELY 44,000
POUNDS AND HAS A RANGE OF APPROXIMATELY 800 KILOMETERS. IT HAS
TWICE THE CARGO VOLUME AND THREE TIMES THE PAYLOAD-RANGE OF THE
HOOK AND A CARGO BAY AREA SIMILAR TO THE C-130 TRANSPORT. THE
OPERATIONAL DEPLOYMENT OF THIS HELICOPTER OVER THE NEXT FEW
YEARS AS A REPLACEMENT FOR THE HOOK WILL ENHANCE THE SOVIET

UNION'S HEAVY-LIFT TRANSPORT HELICOPTER CAPABILITY. [:::::] %gii
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These notes have been prepared for briefing purposes only and should not be used for detailed ana-
lytical work. Their use should be restricted to the particular briefing board(s) they were prepared for
and must be considered valid only for the reporting period as indicated by the date of issue.
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